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can it not utilise some of that same energy to do away with this and other
centres of disease and death?

We are told in The Natal Mercury:

The coolie is not a cleanly individual, and if left to himself he would soon
make even a first-class villa resemble a piggery more than anything else.
And it goes on to say:

But it is the business of his employer, and particularly of the Protector of
Immigrants, to see that he is not left to himself in the matter of sanitation, not
only for his own sake, but for the sake of the whole community. It is also a
matter for the Medical Officer of Health for the Colony to see to, and if employers
are found providing inadequate and filthy accommodation for their coolies,
they ought to be made to mend their ways.

With the second of these statements we are in entire accord. Indeed,
it goes far to answer those who insist upon the alleged insanitary habits
of the Indians as a whole. The first assertion requires to be examined
before being accepted. It is disposed of in the following extract from
the Report already quoted:

It was specially noted here (Queen Street Compound) that the compound,
being connected with the sewerage system, enabling as it does ample washing,
bathing, and latrine needs, was remarkably clean compared with any of the other places
inspected.

So we have it on record that the Corporation has had the evil pointed
out to it; that such evils, being permitted to continue, cast a stigma upon
the body that condones them; and last, but not least, that the Corporation
has, in the cases of the Eastern and the Western Vleis, done practically
nothing to remedy them. Who, then, has a right to add insult to injury
by urging the insanitation of the Indian community as a reason why
they should be wiped out of existence ? The effect of the Corporation's
policy of laissez faire is obvious. How long will the cause remain undealt
with?
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307. THE PLAGUE
The question of sanitation as a whole, in so far as the Indian community
is affected, has been already dealt with1. We now propose to examine
the cause of the particular disease that is claiming its unfortunate victims
epidemically, and to discuss the effect of that cause.
In last Saturday's Mercury, there appeared a lengthy paragraph dealing
with the attitude said to be adopted by "the Indians" towards the authori-
ties, especially in reference to the concealment of plague-sickness. The
writer made a number of curiously inadequate statements, upon which
he based several somewhat querulous enquiries, and concluded by suggest-
ing that "possibly this conduct (concealment of plague) has much to do
with the recrudescence of the disease occasionally".
1 Vide the preceding item.